HELLENISM IN ANCIENT INDIA

dignity. And as in the East, except among the Jews, this
point is not reached, we must not be induced to talk of a pre-
Hellenic philosophy or worse still pre-Hellenic systems either
by the rules of propriety or external decorum enunciated by
the Chinese sages, or by the pantheistic and atheistic doctrines
which the Indian spirit attains in the Mimansa and in the
Kapila's teachings in the Samkhya or by the intellectual exer-
cises to which it rises in the Nyaya and finally by the con-
fused semi-religious and the semi-physical doctrines of
the ancient Persians and of Egypt For since, it is the Greek
ear that first catches the 'gyothi-seantorl philosophising i.e., the
attempt to comprehend the nature of the human mind what in
western or at least in Greek parlance, is called 'thinking1, and
the history of Philosophy begins with the Philosophy of the
Greeks." This statement of Dr. Erdmann, we must acknow-
ledge is more or less founded on unsound basis and is not
corroborated by later historical researches and investigations.

The Questions as to the Oriental origin of Greek
Philosophy\ discussed.

Turning to the question of the Oriental origin of the
Greek Philosophy, we find that the Greeks were early inclined
to ascribe to the Eastern nations, a share in the origin of
their Philosophy ; but in the most ancient period, certain
isolated doctrines merely were derived from the East.
As far as our information extends, not the Greeks, but the
Orientals were the first to attribute such an origin to
Greek Philosophy, generally. The Jews of the Alexandri-
an School, educated under Greek influences, sought by means
of this theory to explain the supposed harmony of their
sacred writings with the doctrines of the Hellenes, agree-
able to their own standpoint and interest, and in the same
manner, the Egyptian priests, after they had become acquaint-
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